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The Epistle of Paul to the Romans - Introduction 

1. Introduction 

- The Epistle/Letter/Book of Romans is the longest of Paul’s epistles and is 

regarded by many as his greatest. It is placed 1st among the 21 epistles in the NT 

because it towers in importance over the rest of the epistles. While the 4 Gospels 

present the words and works of Jesus Christ, Romans explores the significance 

of His sacrificial death. 

▪ Romans explains the Christian faith in an organized fashion and sets out in a 

systematic manner all the great doctrines in the Bible. Romans is the whole Bible 

abridged. The Epistle is the most doctrinal of all of Paul’s writings (Rom 1-11). 

Doctrine matters. Romans is more than a book of theology; it is also a book of 

practical exhortations (Rom 12-16). The gospel of Christ is more than facts to 

be believed; it is also a life to be lived; a life of righteousness befitting the saved 

person. 

 

2. Authorship & Author 

▪ The Epistle is written by the Apostle Paul (1:1). Tertius (16:22) was an 

amanuensis of Paul, the ancient equivalent of a modern-day secretary. 

▪ The life and ministry of the Apostle Paul is documented in Acts 8-23.  

- Paul whose Hebrew name is Saul was born in Tarsus, a coastal city in 

Cilicia, SE of Asia Minor or Turkey (Acts 22:3).  

- Paul was brought up in the Hebrew tradition, in the strictest sect of the 

Pharisees (Phil 3:5). Educated under the notable rabbi Gamaliel, Paul 

became a leader in his religion. This accounts for his zealous persecution of 

the followers of Jesus of Nazareth. 

- It was when Paul was on his way to Damascus to arrest some Christians that 

the Lord appeared to him in person and saved him. He was appointed by the 

Lord to be an apostle to the Gentiles (11:13; Acts 9:15), and he spent the rest 

of his life preaching the gospel and establishing churches throughout the 

Roman Empire. 

 

3. Destination – Rome 

▪ The Epistle is addressed to the believers or saints in Rome (1:7,15). The Roman 

Christians were not gathered into a single congregation. Instead, small groups of 

Christ-followers gathered regularly in house churches to worship, fellowship, 

and study the Scriptures together (cf 16:3-5). We have no precise information 

about how, when & by whom the “church” was established.   

- Acts 2:10 tells us that visitors from Rome were among those in Jerusalem 

who heard the preaching of the gospel on the day of Pentecost.  

- Acts 8:1-4 tells us that believers were scattered abroad at the time of 

Stephen’s martyrdom. It was inevitable that the gospel should be carried to 

Rome by the early converts to Christianity. 



▪ Paul did not establish the church in Rome because he had not been to Rome prior 

to the writing of this epistle (15:22-24). The church was flourishing in Rome 

long before Paul had visited that city (1:8,13). There were believers in Rome 

before the writing of this epistle - Priscilla & Aquila (16:3; Acts 18:2); 

Andronicus and Junia (16:7).  

▪ It is almost certain that Peter did not start the church. Peter’s primary 

responsibility was to the Jews (Gal 2:7-8). In Romans 16, Paul greeted 26 names 

in Rome, yet Peter’s name is conspicuously absent. If Peter had founded the 

church, Paul would not have written to the church because of his principle not 

to build on another’s foundation (Rom 15:20). The Book of Acts says nothing 

of the founding of the church.  

▪ The Roman church was made up of both Jews and Gentiles.  

- The earliest Christian converts in Rome were likely of Jewish origin. The 

congregation had a sizeable Jewish population (cf Acts 28:17). Romans 

makes extensive use of OT citations and addresses numerous Jewish issues 

and individuals (cf 1:16; 2:17-3:8; 3:21-4:1, 7:1-14; 9–11, 14:1-15:12; 

16:3,7,11).   

- By the time the Epistle was written, the church consisted mostly of Gentile 

converts given the fact that the church was in Rome, the capital city of the 

Roman empire and Paul was the apostle to the Gentiles (cf 1:12-14; 11:13, 

17-31; 15:14-16). 

▪ First-century Rome was known to be filled with all kinds of decadence and 

immorality. Rome was heavily influenced by Greek mythology and the practice 

of Emperor worship. Thus, most inhabitants of Rome were polytheistic. That 

was a problem for both Christians and Jews because they were fiercely 

monotheistic; and by extension, they refused to worship the emperor or 

acknowledge him as any kind of deity. For these reasons, Christians and Jews 

began to experience intense persecution. Emperor Claudius banished all Jews 

from the city of Rome in 49 AD (Acts 18:2). The apostle Paul wrote the Book 

of Romans during the early reign of Emperor Nero, when Christian persecution 

was just beginning. 

 

4. Date & Place of Writing 

▪ Paul wrote Romans from the city of Corinth in Greece, in the home of his friend 

and convert Gaius on his 3rd missionary journey as described in Acts 20:2-3.  

- Paul commends Phebe to the church at Rome, saying that she had been “a 

servant to the church which is at Cenchrea” (16:1). Cenchrea was the 

eastern port of Corinth. 

- Paul says in Romans 16:23 that “Gaius mine host, and of the whole church, 

saluteth you.” Gaius is seen in 1 Corinthians 1:14 to have been a member of 

the church at Corinth. 

- Finally, Timothy, Sosipater and Erastus are said to be with Paul when 

Romans was written (16:21,23). They were also with him when he was in 

Greece (see Acts 19:22; 20:2-4). 

▪ The Epistle was written close to the end of Paul’s 3rd missionary journey, 

probably in the year 57 or 58 AD. Paul had looked forward to visiting Jerusalem 

to hand over a gift of money he had collected to strengthen the bond between 

Gentile converts & the Jewish believers in Judea (cf Acts 19:21; 21:15, 17-19). 

Thereafter Paul intended to continue on to Rome and Spain - Rom 15:24-28. 3 

years after he wrote this epistle, Paul at last realized his hope of visiting Rome - 

as a prisoner (Acts 28:1,16).  

 

5. Purpose of Writing / Content 

▪ Here is a letter written to the Christians in Rome where Paul had not been and 

where Paul had not taught. Romans does not deal with local issues; it is a 

majestic epistle, dealing with grand themes. 

- One reason Paul wrote Romans was to prepare for his intended visit there. 

Paul had never been to Rome, though for a long time he had wanted to visit 

the Christians there. When he wrote, however, he had the prospect of a trip 

to Spain. It was unthinkable that he would pass by the great city of Rome on 

the way to Spain. Paul was a Roman citizen by birth (Acts 22:25-28).  

- Paul wanted to exercise a ministry in Rome (1:11-15), to minister to a church 

that was widely known (1:8). To prepare the way for his visit, Paul wrote 

and presented a complete & detailed statement of the gospel message he 

proclaimed. Through this masterpiece, Paul ministered to the Romans, and 

has been ministering to all believers for centuries. 

▪ Romans is more formal than Paul’s other letters, dealing in grand themes that 

touch right at the heart of the Christian faith. Its teachings are timeless & there 

is a sustained depth which is unmatched, and a concentration on the great, central 

doctrines of the Christian faith. The theme of Romans is found in 1:16-17: the 

righteousness of God is available to everyone who comes to Christ through faith.  

▪ God has used this Epistle throughout church history in mighty ways. It was this 

Book that touched the heart and changed the lives of Augustine, Martin Luther, 

and John Wesley. The study of the Book of Romans has often proven to be a 

life-changing exercise. 

▪ Romans is not an easy book to understand (very profound & theological). But 

Romans was not too difficult or too theological for the Holy Spirit to inspire Paul 

to write and send it to the Christians in Rome (some of them were slaves). This 

Book satisfies the simple mind, and yet the most brilliant intellect cannot plumb 

its depths (2 Peter 3:15-16). Romans has life-changing truths, but it must be 

approached with effort and meekness to understand what the Holy Spirit said 

through the Apostle Paul (cf 11:33).  
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